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nother year had passed by and

we wish all of you filled with ac-

complishments in every matter,
peacefulness among the families, de-
velopment in wisdom and prosperity.

Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus Soci-
ety (ABLS) has been established for
twenty years in the United States. Fol-
lowing the leadership of the Chairman
Venerable Master Chen Yi and Vice
Chairman Venerable Master Hsien Du,
we maintain our focus on education,
dharma, culture, and charity.

We successfully completed the main
hall building project in 2005. Currently,
we are preparing and collecting fund
to start remodeling project of the old
building. The City of Milpitas has sent a
notice to maintain the building for safety
regulations and codes. We understand
that this project must get done and hope
for parishioners to donate and support
our reconstruction expense.

A

for

est

Introduction

Sik Tien Inn

Every quarter, we will be publish-
ing a newsletter to communicate our
activities and events. The newsletter
also contains a column named “Garden
of Huayen” where anyone can pro-
vide perspectives or share ideas. We
sincerely invite readers to let the pure
fragrant lotus flowers fill in the “Garden
of Huayen” column by sending their
writings.

In April, in addition to regular pro-
grams, there will be “The Avatamsaka
Sutra for Ching Ming Festival” and “The
Buddhist Treatise Lectures 2008”. In
June, we are planning to open an Eight
Precepts Retreat and hope that people
have the chance to practice for tran-
quility to improve our mature mind and
body. There will also be a Buddhism
class on every Saturday night and dif-
ferent masters from ABLS will give se-
ries of lectures.

oy

wishes

uture endeavors!

20, 50 South Main St., Milpitas, CA 95035 e TEL: (408) 942-0874 e FAX: (408) 942-0639 e www.huayenusa.org %
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WELCOMING
HONOR GUESTS

from Taipei Economic & Cultural Office in San Francisco

Mr. Mark W.P. Liao, Director General,
& Mr. Herbert Nien, Director

Milpitas, California

On December 7, 2007, ABLS host-
ed a vegetarian luncheon welcoming
honor guests from Taipei Economic &
Cultural Office in San Francisco, Mr.
Mark W.P. Liao, Director General, and
Mr. Herbert Nien, Director. Both honor
guests were warmly welcomed by Ab-
bess Tien Inn and her fellow Buddhist
nuns, Ven. Tien Yung, Ven. Tien Ling,
Ven. Tien Neng, and Ven. Tien Xing.
In addition, distinguished supporters

Picture with Mr. Mark W.P. Liao (front third from Left)

of ABLS Dr. Ray Chen, David Ho,
Woody Sun, Dennis Jang and Stone
Shih attended this joyous event.

The purpose of this visit by Direc-
tor General Liao and Director Nien is
to recognize ABLS in providing serene
and spirit for souls of immigrants in the
Chinese American community. Direc-
tor General Liao met Dr. Hsien Du,
Vice Chairman of ABLS in Bay Area
last year and also has met the found-
ing ABLS —US branch Master Cheng
Yi in Taiwan a few years back. Direc-

Welcoming Mr. Mark W.P. Liao, Director
General

tor General Liao is a Buddhist and
has exchanged Buddhist wisdom with
Master Cheng Yi and Dr. Hsien Du.
Abbess Tien Inn personally pro-
vided a guided tour in the new Grand
Hall on the ground floor, and Maitreya
Hall, library on the second floor prior
to the luncheon. The meeting was
concluded by 2:30 PM. The day was
filled with Dharma wisdom for every-

one. XA

Left) and Tien Ling helping in the kitchen

% AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY
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REPENTANCE
SUTRA OF THE
LIANG EMPEROR

Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus Society held the
year-end service of Repentance Sutra of the Li-
ang Emperor from December 23-30, 2007. This
liturgy was divided into three sections.

The first section, started at 9 a.m. from De-

cember 23-29. Abbess Venera-
ble Tien Inn respectfully presided
over the service. ABLS provided
vegetarian lunches for their
devotees. At 3 p.m. our Masters
and their devotees chanted one
chapter of the Sutra of the Past
Vows of Earth Store Bodhisat-
tva (“SPVESB”). On December
29, we especially chanted one
full SPVESB. The purpose of
chanting the above two Sutras
are for deceased to reborn to a
pureland. Around 120 people
had participated. Afterwards we
held the Precepts Ceremony for
Beings from the Lower Realms.
The second section, the Lon-
gevity Dharma Service was held
on December 30 at 9 a.m. On
the same day the last section,
known as the Amitabha Triple

Contemplation Dharma Service
started at 2 p.m. and ended at
7 p.m. More than 200 devotees
attended.

This Dharma Service was
successfully completed. We are
taking this opportunity to thank
all our Masters and volunteers for
their assistance and coordina-
tion. We also thank Master Chen
Yi and Vice-President Master
Hsien Du for their spiritual sup-
port. We especially thank Ven.
Tin Xing from Taiwan, Ven. Tuan
Ti, Ven.Tuan Neng and Ven. Fa
Chun from Singapore for their
attendance. AR

Abbess Venerable Tien Inn respect-
fully presided over the service

All Masters who joined the Dharma Service

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY %&
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CEREMONY

SEALING

OF

THE
CASKET

Master Yuan-Kuo, the founder
of Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus So-
ciety (“ABLS”) at Houston, United
States passed away on December
8, 2007.

On December 16, on behalf of
ABLS, Ven. Tien Yung and Ven.
Tien Ling attended the Ceremony
of Sealing the Casket. More than
400 people participated.

At 10 a.m. Ven. Abbot Hung
| from the Jade Buddha Temple
presided over the service. Af-
ter chanting, Ven. Hung | had a
dharma speech. The devotee rep-

resentatives also gave speeches in
memory of the Master.

At 11:50 a.m. Ven. Hung | held
the Memorial Ceremony for Master
Yuan-Kuo followed by the Cer-
emony of Light Fire for Cremation
at 1:30 p.m.

In this ceremony, not only rep-
resentatives from the banking,
commercial and buddhist societies
participated, the City and the State
government members also attend-
ed and gave speeches. SR

B ;X ¥h

DHARMA
LECTURES IN
HONG KONG

PowerPoint.

in the coming years. g

On November 2-5, Abbess Ven.
Tien Inn visited her relatives in Hong
Kong and conducted Dharma Lec-
tures at the Buddhist Youth Associa-
tion. The topic is: Avatamsaka Sutra
Entry into the Realm of Reality. Ven.
Tien Inn presents the Sudhana by
More than 80 people
attended each day. Among the audience, some are fellow Dharma Mas-
ters as well as people new to Buddhism. Although it is only a short-term
class, all the devotees are looking forward to lectures of the Venerable

% AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY
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GUANYIN’S
ANNIVERSARY

We celebrated Goddess of Mercy,
Guanyin’s anniversary dedicating her-
self to take vow to Buddhism on Oc-
tober 28, 2007. On that day, Abbess
Venerable Tien Inn conducted the
ceremony by lightening a candle that
represents our wishes for Dharma
wisdom.

Abbess Veneralble Tien Inn intro-
duced the vow of Guan Yin Bodhisat-
tva to the devotees and everyone was
filled with blessing and happiness.

After the introduction, the devotees
followed the lead of master Venerable
Tien Inn, sincerely recited the great
compassion verse twenty- one times.
During the recitation, with everyone
had a water bottle in front, our unity

and combined strength, the water bot-
tle was blessed. The ceremony was
successfully completed with a great
happiness.

After celebration there were five
ladies to take refuge in the Triple Gem
and the Five Precepts from the Vener-
able Master Tien Inn. The Venerable
Master Tien Inn taught them about the
meaning of taking refuge in the Triple
Gem and Five Precepts.
taught them to diligently stride forward
to study and support Dharma, to prac-
tice good deeds, and to cultivate for
greater wisdoms and virtues. X%

She also

. - ¥

g*i}‘;}‘;

PREACHES AT
BODHI WAY
ASSOCIATION

It has been six years since Ven-
erable Tien Inn started to preach
the Avatamsaka Sutra at Bodhi Way
Association every Wednesdays.

During the session, Venerable
makes a point to lead her students
to recite the Sutra for the first hour,
then follow by an hour of explanation
of the sutra recited. She explains the
profound knowledge of the sutra using
simple, clear and easily understand-
able illustrations.

This methodology of teaching en-
ables the students to learn the Sutra
meaning and also put the knowledge
into practical usage. Thus, Venerable
Tien Inn is leading us to perfect en-
lightenment.

Every Wednesdays, the students

anticipate the Venerable arrival and
listen very attentively during the les-
son, revealing the profound Truth of the
Avatamsaka Sutra. 3%

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY %&
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ONE-DAY
WORSHIP OF
AVATAMSAKA
BUDDHA

SEP. 30, 2007

The Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus
Society of USA held One- Day Wor-
ship of Avatamsaka Buddha on the
fifth Sunday of September. There were
many worshippers participating beside
eternal-abiding masters. At 9AM, the
Abbot of the temple, Tien-Yin Master,
lead all worshippers in a line chanting
and walking around the Grand Buddha
Hall. Every one walked calmly, chanted
Buddha’s name with great concentra-
tion. With the support from eternal-
abiding masters and volunteers, every
worshipper could realize how the most
virtuous Buddhists of the past get en-
lightenment while chanting Buddha’s
name till timelessness.

TR IO

After the ceremony, Tien-Nan
Master lectured the truth of Buddhism.
Then during the reciting of a paragraph
of blessing, it was everyone’s to wish to
be blessed by Buddhas and Bodhisat-
tvas of Avatamsaka, to be shined by
Buddhas’ light. And everyone wished
that his or her path to Buddha could
be greatly shortened. Also during the
lecture, everyone chanted: "Blessed
be the Great Avatamsaka Scripture
of the Buddha’s Expanded Mahayana
Teaching, as well as Buddhas and

Bodhisattvas in the Avatamsaka’s as-
sembly”. These sentences included
Three Precious Ones — Buddha, Dhar-
ma, Sangha. Three Precious Ones
spanned from past, to present and to
future. Their merits and powers were
tremendous. Worshippers were fortu-
nate that they could immersed into the
merit sea.

The ceremony, with the concatena-
tion of cause and effect in the whole
range of existence, was solemnly
ended at 3 p.m. &R

THE 154TH

NATAL DAY
OF VEN. ELDER
YU-CHENG

September 9, 2007, was the day of

Repentance by reciting the Merciful
Samadhi Water Scripture. It was also
the 154th Natal Day of Ven. Elder Yu-
Cheng. Abbess Master Tien Inn talked
about his life, contribution to Buddhism.

Abbess vowed and wished: all atten-
dants achieve buddhahood. &3

% AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY
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IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Light Offering to Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva e

Every year we conduct three Light Offering services
to Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva and 2008 schedules are
as follows:
1) March 23, 2008 is celebration of Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva’s birthday.
2) July 20, 2008 is celebration of Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva’s enlightened day.
3) October 12, 2008 is celebration of Avalokites-
vara Bodhisattva’s left home day.
On the Light Offering services to Avalokitesvara Bo-
dhisattva we recite sutra in the morning. In the after-
noon, we recite the Great Compassionate Mantra for
twenty one times and pray to Avalokitesvara Bodhisat-
tva to bless the Great Compassionate Water.
We cordially invite devotees to join for Light Offering
services and share merits on the above celebration
days. Please contact our office to register for Light Of-
fering services.

e Sharing Perspectives in “Garden of Huayen” e

“Garden of Huayen” is a section created in our quar-
terly newsletter and open for Buddhist devotees to
place their writings. We cordially invite everyone to
share your experiences, perspectives, and ideas by
submitting your short notes or essays on topics related
to Buddhist study, activities, and events.

Please email to : ling.abls@gmail.com

e Monthly Birthday Celebration e

Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus Society celebrates the
month of the birthday people on the last Sunday of
each month. Anyone who would like to be blessed with
good wishes and prayers during your birthday month,
please contact us for the details.

. Chanting the Avatamsaka Sutra for Ching Ming Festival

. Buddhist Treatise Lectures 2008

. Saturday Dharma Lectures by Abbess Ven Tien Inn

. Bathing the Buddha Celebration

. Celebration of Guan Shih Yin

. Eight Precepts Retreat

Please visit our website for more details. Thank You !

CURRENT &
UP-COMING
ACTIVITIES

Date: April 6 — 13, 2008 9:00 AM — 4:00 PM
Date: April 5, 2008

Date: April 26, 2008 — June 7, 2008

Date: May 11, 2008 9:00 AM — 4:00 PM

(Akalokiteshavara) Bodhisattva Enlightenment
Date: July 20, 2008 9:00 AM — 4:00 PM

Date: June 29, 2008

e Funds Needed for Building Renovation e

The City of Milpitas has notified the Avatamsaka Bud-
dhist Lotus Society to repair the old building to be com-
pliant with the city’s safety regulations. We are reaching
out to our Buddhist devotees to support for this project
with any monetary amount. Please send us a check
or contact our office for your donation to old building
renovation and we greatly appreciate your support.

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY %
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TO SUPPORT

/

Please fill in the following information to make monetary donation to support the ABLS Magazine.

First Name: Last Name:
Address:

City: State: Zip:
Telephone:

Email:

Donation Amount: $

Please mail this donation form along with a check payable to : ABLS
We will mail your receipt back to the address you provided above.
All donations are tax deductible.

Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus Society

50 South Main St.
Milpitas, CA 95035

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!

ABLS MAGAZINE—

/

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY %





