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OLDEN VERSES__

( } A dharma does not arise
by itself
—— / '”"_*‘
It is born out of the
right conditions
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The Avatamsa’s Pick

HOPE

From

. Internet Translated by: Chong S. Lim

tiful with vi-
ent watched
de the window
condition had
each falling

J the remark,
ssion. In the

A GIFT

green leaf hanging from a branch of the
tree where the dying patient will notice
every day.

The autumn winds blow chilly and cold
and soon carried away the last leaf
from the tree except the painted vibrant
green leaf. Winter came, the patient
survived and recovered. The leaf had
given her hope and the will to fight her
illness.

Life may be deprived of many mate-
rial things, but not hope. Hope is the
most precious commodity in life. Where
there's hope, there's life!

From : Internet

Many people will walk in and out of your
life, but only true friends will leave foot-
prints in your heart.

To handle yourself, use your head; To
handle others, use your heart.

Anger is only one letter short of danger.
If someone betrays you once, it's his
fault; If he betrays you twice, it's your
fault.

Great minds discuss ideas; Average
minds discuss events; Small minds
discuss people.

Buddha gives every bird it's food, But
He does not throw it into it's nest.

He who loses money, loses much; He

who loses a friend, loses more; He who
loses faith, loses all.

Beautiful young people are acts of na-
ture, but beautiful old people are works
of art.

Learn from the mistakes of others. You
can't live long enough to make them all
yourself.

The tongue weighs practically nothing,
but so few people can hold it.

Friends, you and me, you brought an-
other friend.and then there were 3...

We started our group, our circle of
friends and like that circle, there is no
beginning or end...

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY }%&
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Story with Inspiration

THE TRUTH OF HONESTY

Translated by : Matt Au

It was once told, a "clever" young man
threw his friend "honesty" away into the
great sea. The immense waves and
currents, quickly carried "honesty" out
to the middle of the ocean, where he
drifted to the shore of a tiny isolated
island.

"Honesty" lay on the beach, waiting for
help. Suddenly he heard the sound of
relaxing music, and it got louder and
louder. As he looked in the direction
of where the music was coming from,
he saw a boat with the name printed
"Happiness". "This must be the boat
of happiness", he thought. As the boat
approached, "honesty" excitedly asked
"Happiness! | am Honesty, can you
please give me a ride back home?"
"Happiness" replied "I am sorry, but if
| had honesty, | cannot be happy any-
more. Look at this society; look at how
many people are upset because of be-
ing too honest and truthful. I'm sorry, |
really cannot help you."

A'yvhde later, "Soual status came sail-

ing by Again r‘Hen sty asked if he QOUld
gbt a ‘réigﬁa é : S(gq

Honesty felt upset, as he watched "So-
cial status" sail further and further away.

Not long after, "Competition" came
speeding by. Honesty shouted, "Com-
petition, will you be kind enough to take
me home?" Competiton replied, "No!
| cannot have you aboard, with such
competitive opponents; | must do ev-
erything | can to win! And sometimes,
that is about taking short cuts and doing
things in the gray area.”

Just when Honesty thought there was
no more hope, "Time" stopped the boat
and said "Come come, hop on board!"
"Who are you and why are you helping
me?" asked Honesty. "I am Time, and |
am here to help you because time is the
only thing that can prove how important
being honest is."

As they sailed home, "Happiness", "So-
cial status" and ;& mgetitien" were all
slowly sinking i h = 4

| e ¥ N

Without honesty,.h
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YOUTH GROUP SERVICE AT SACRED HEART OF §J

By : Edward Ting

Saturday June 19th, 2010, was another
beautiful day in San Jose, CA. at the
Sacred Heart Community Service Cen-
ter. The sun was shining brightly and
so were the smiles on the ABLS Youth
Group members. This is the second
time ABLS Youth Group members have
done volunteer work at the center.

With the ABLS Masters, the ABLS
Youth Group does volunteer work once
a month at different charity organiza-
tions locally. The purpose is for the
ABLS Youth Group to give back to the
community that we live and work in, to
those who are in need. Through the
process of volunteering, members not
only give, but also gain by learning in-
terpersonal, organizational and leader-
ship skills. They can discover new skills
and capabilities and learn to overcome
personal challenges. This event was

organized and led by one of the Youth
Group’s youngest member, Jacklyn
Fang.

Sacred Heart Community Service is
an organization with a vision to unite
the community and to ensure that
every child and adult is free from pov-
erty. Sacred Heart Community Service

achieves this by providing basic neces-
sities such as free food and school
supplies to the poor, homeless, and
underemployed in Santa Clara County.

Thirteen volunteers represented ABLS,
the largest group at the center that day.
Two lines were formed to fill the grocery
bags. For 3 hours the group worked
very hard at putting canned fruit, rice,
canned vegetables, peanut butter and
other prepackage food into the bags.
Once they are put into bags, Phil, Ed
and Jonathan went on to put them on
racks.

In the 3 short hours, the group bagged
1900 grocery bags.

The center distributes food daily to 400
people who are in need. These 1900
bags will provide the center with one
whole week of supply to provide to the
poor, homeless and underemployed in
the community.

The majority of the Youth Group mem-
bers were there, only 4 members were
absent. However many “friends and
family” came and took part in this re-
warding event.

Although it was a very intense 3 hours
of packing grocery bags for everyone,
but at the end of the day everyone had
sense of satisfaction that they had man-
aged to help the local people in need.
Just like the way they came, everyone
left with a beautiful smile on their face.

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY [%
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MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL DINNER PARTY -- 9.18.2010

It was quite an evening of fun and cel-
ebration of the Mid-Autumn Festival at
the Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus Soci-
ety in Milpitas.

The temple hall was beautifully deco-
rated with lanterns and fresh flower
arrangements. Trays of moon cakes
could be seen on the altar tables. The
tables and chairs had been rearranged
to open up the center of the hall for
performances that evening. A sofa and
coffee table was even brought in to
create a cozy family room setting. The
ambience in the hall was warm, festive
and relaxing.

Abbess Tien Inn started the party with
a welcoming address. She then led
the assembly in executing the Dharma
ceremony of Praise to Medicine Bud-
dha and Moonlight Bodhisattva. The
assembly was showered with blessings
from the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.

The assembly then returned to their
seats, and dinner plates were filled
with delicious vegetarian cuisine. The
kitchen volunteer team had spent
many days preparing for this wonderful
dinner.

The emcees, James and Gloria kicked
off the dinner entertainment with a dia-
logue on the historical origin and tradi-
tion of the mid-autumn festival. They
then introduced the ABLS Youth Team.
This team has been doing wonderful
charity work for the Bay Area com-
munity, including donating time and
effort at food banks as well as visiting
senior centers to impart well wishes
and friendship. This evening they per-
formed a group song. Their youth and
enthusiasm filled the air.

James and Gloria then introduced the
Ting family. They are a family of talented
musicians. Their son, Alex performed

[%g AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY
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by : Bihru

two saxophone solos and their daugh-
ter, Jessica performed a flute solo. Alex
later performed a fun guitar piece ac-
companied by energetic voices from his
family and the ABLS Youth Team.

Most of you have probably heard of
and recited the Heart Sutra, but have
you heard the Heart Sutra sung to a
contemporary yet calming tune? Well,
such a song was sung that evening by
a group of ABLS members.

Next, the emcees introduced two solo
singers. Hannah performed first and
mesmerized the audience with her
sweet voice. Woody Sun performed
next. His clear voice and song of
blessings filled everyone’s heart with
gratitude.

Interspersed with the marvelous per-
formances were gift drawing activities.
Many gifts were donated and thanks to

all the donors, everyone had a gift by
the end of the drawing.

The closing activity for the evening was
a light ceremony led by Abbess Tien
Inn. Tea light candles were passed
to the entire assembly. When all the
candles were lit, the assembly followed
Abbess Tien Inn and circumambulated
the temple hall. What a sight to behold.
All the lights and blessings!

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY %
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DINNER GATHERING

On August 15th, a dinner gathering
was held to bring Dr. Hsien Du, visiting
masters from Taiwan, followers and vol-
unteers together to share our thoughts
over a delicious dinner.

a

Picture above: Gathered together

The dinner was held at the temple,
which gave everyone a good chance to
ask questions and share their thoughts
about Buddhism. We were honored
to have Dr. Hsien Du join us for the
dinner and also enlighten us with her
stories. She also informed us about the
new plans on the 4th floor of the Taipei

remodeling it into an interactive media
space, attracting more young people to
learn about Buddhism through this new
technology. Dr. Hsien Du concluded by
telling us what she aims for the organi-
zation to achieve in the near future.

Abbess Venerable Tien Inn and Vener-
able Tien Yung also reported about the
success of the past year’s events. One
of the highlights of this year’s event was
the 2 day 1 night Cundi Camp, which
was the first time ABLS organized such
an event. It gave a chance for many
young people to learn the daily routines
of a Buddhist monk. Abbess Ven. Tien
Inn finished off by introducing future
events which are scheduled for the re-
maining year.

A big "Thank you" goes out to our

kitchen volunteers for preparing such

a wonderful meal for everyone to enjoy

on this special occasion. There was

camaraderie among everyone, sharing

laughters ofijoy over delicious food.
wWhim tt £ ¢ &
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by : Matt Au

CUNDI CAMP:

L
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BUDDHA'S BIRTHDAY

My wife must be surprised when | de-
clared that | would attend the Buddha’s
Birthday Celebration on 16th of May
2010, officiated by the Avatamsaka
Buddhist Lotus Society in Milpitas. The
celebration started at 8:00 a.m. which
meant that we had to rise with the sun
on a Sunday to be on time. | normally
sleep in on weekends and would not
accompany my wife on her weekend
prayers at the temple. The prayers,
chants and sermons were in Mandarin
which | am very poor in, 3rd grade level
so laughed my wife, thus | was utterly
lost throughout. Nevertheless | willingly
put myself through the ordeal to honor
this Great Spiritual Teacher without a
second thought.

The Buddha was born about 2500
years ago as Prince Siddhartha Gauta-
ma of Kapilvastu, a kingdom in what is
now part of southern Nepal. His destiny
was the conquest and rule of a world
empire and a life of supreme luxury. He
chose to let go of this worldly destiny for
his other destiny of a fully enlightened
Buddha! For that alone | bow before
him and know that | am not worthy. Yet
the letting go of worldly things is not the
ultimate act towards enlightenment as
illustrated by the message in the movie

“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon”

This message of letting go in “Crouch-
ing Tiger, Hidden Dragon" was plainly
stated at the very beginning of the mov-
ie, when the hero visited his girlfriend
to entrust her with his much treasured
sword. It was in the way of his spiritual
progress. Material possession seems
less difficult to give up. As the story
developed we encountered the novice
martial artist who would not let go of her
youthful ego and arrogance, and her
martial art master who would not let go
of her anger. What is in our heart and
mind is near impossible to let go.

When news about the destruction of the
kingdom he left behind was relayed to
the Buddha, he was silent but not angry.
And when a humble peasant presented
poisoned food to the Buddha, he ate it
knowing that he will die, so as not to
hurt the peasant’s feeling. The Buddha
had let go of his ego and arrogance,
an accomplishment that no gods in the
Universe are capable of. We all know
many angry and jealous gods.

In this globalised world where rising

—=

&

%& AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY

10



The Avatamsa  Volume 9

I

By: Chong S. Lim
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civilizations bump up against each other

ligious wars
the Buddha's
resonates. Ag
knowing that |
to at least try ti
arrogance.

The ceremonie
We were all in
birthday showe
celebration.
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BEING WISE AT ALL SITUATION

An old Italian lived alone in New Jersey.
He wanted to plant his annual tomato
garden, but it was very difficult work,
as the ground was hard. His only son,
Vincent, who used to help him, was in
prison. The old man wrote a letter to his
son and described his predicament:

Dear Vincent:

| am feeling pretty sad, because it looks
like I won't be able to plant my tomato
garden this year. I'm just getting too old
to be digging up a garden plot. | know
if you were here my troubles would be
over? | know you would be happy to dig
the plot for me, like in the old days.

Love, Papa

A few days later he received a letter
om his son.

Dear Pop:

Don't dig up that garden. That's where
the bodies are buried.

Love, Vinnie

At 4 a.m. the next morning, FBI agents
and local police arrived and dug up the
entire area without finding any bodies.
They apologized to the old man and
left. That same day the old man re-
ceived another letter from his son.

Dear Pop:
Go ahead and plant the tomatoes now.
That's the best | could do under the cir-

cumstances. Love you,

Vinnie

% AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY
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ABLS has recently formed a youth
organization, "Avatamsaka Buddhist
Lotus Society (ABLS) Youth Group",
a subsidiary of Avatasaka Buddhist
Lotus Society. The purpose of the
ABLS Youth Group is to support
ABLS and help promote Buddhist
teaching, conduct charity relief, cul-
ture, education, and social services.

We are now recruiting new mem-
bers who are dedicated and are
passionate about charity work to
join our Youth Group. Our group
consist of people of all ages, so
everyone is welcomed. We strongly
recommend teens to participate and
gain some leadership experience
through doing community service,
which will definitely prepare you

for college and your future.

We hold meetings once a month:
usually on the first Sunday

of each month. If you are
interested or have any questions
please feel free to email us anytime.

Edward Ting:
edting@gmail.com

James Lee:
wavemanlee@gmail.com

Matthew Au:
matt.au.152@gmail.com

EVERYONE IS WELCOMED!
"Nobody can do everything, but
everyone can do something."

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY K%
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IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Triple Gem Refuge and Five
Precepts Ceremony

When a person wishes to become a
Buddhist, the first step he takes is to
go to the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha
for refuge. Since Buddha’s time, taking
this Threefold Refuge has identified

a person as a Buddhist. The Buddha,
Dharma and Sangha also known as
the Triple Gem represent qualities
which are excellent and precious like a
gem. Once a person recognizes these

unique qualities after careful consid-
eration and is confident that the Triple
Gem can help lead him towards hap-
piness and Enlightenment, he or she
takes refuge. It is, therefore, not out of
mere faith but with an open-minded atti-
tude and enquiring spirit that he begins
to practise the Buddha's Teachings.

Date : January 9, 2011 1:30PM
March 13,2011 1:30PM
May 8, 2011 1:30 PM

N
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facebook.

Welcome join us on facebook to follow
our most updated news and events!!

Please go to www.facebook.com/pages
search for "HUAYEN USA"

& #
Flower Arrangement Class

*

ABLS is sponsoring a free flower arrangement class with volunteer
instructor Ms. Irene Yau. She will discuss the art of flower arranging and
demonstrate various techniques. Creating your own floral masterpiece
will certainly make you appreciate these stunning wonders of nature.

Time Schedule:
Once a month Every 2nd Sunday Time: 1:30pm — 3:30pm

Materials expense — the instructor will provide all the required
materials, students will share the expense

Welcome to participate!

"Let us learn more about flowers and explore the wonders of
their nature (Don’t miss this great opportunity)"

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY [%
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CURRENT & UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

1) Year End Services for Repentance Sutra of the Leung’s Emperor
December 19 - 26, 2010
9:00 AM — 4:00 PM

2) The Past Vows of Ksitigarbha (Earth Store) Bodhisattva Sutra
December 1 - 26, 2010
3:00 PM - 5:45 PM

3) Sakyamuni Buddha'’s Enlightement
January 9, 2011
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

4) Offering Ceremony for Buddhas and Devas
February 6, 2011
8:00 AM — 1:00 PM

5) Three Thousand Buddhas Repentance Service
January 30 — Feb 5, 2011
8:00 AM — 1:00 PM

6) Celebration of Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva’s Birthday
March 20, 2011
8:00 AM — 1:00 PM

REGULAR ACTIVITIES: (8AM - 1:30PM|

EVENTS TIME
Avatamsaka (Hua-yen) Sutra Every First Sunday
Samadhi Water Repentance Every Second Sunday
1 day Avatamsaka Retreat Every Third Sunday

Bhaisajyaguru (Medicine Buddha) Every Fourth Sunday
Repentance

Diamond Repentance Every Fifth Sunday

~

% 4
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Please fill in the following information to make monetary donation to sup-
port the ABLS Newsletter.

v TO SUPPORT
The Avatamsa)

First Name: Last Name:
Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone:

Email:

Donation Amount: $

Please mail this donation form along with a check payable to : ABLS
We will mail your receipt back to the address you provided above.
All donations are tax deductible.

Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus Society

50 South Main St.
Milpitas, CA 95035

Ttie offerning of the Dlarnma excel all other offenings

/
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