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OLDEN VERSES__

The First Awakening of
Eight Great Awakenings
Sutra

The world is impermanent, the land
is fragile.

The all four elements are in suffering and
emptiness.

The five aggregates are not the true self.
Llife, death, transformation and change are
all unreal, illusory phenomena beyond our
control, —= g

Our hearts are the origin of all.evil, and our
bodies are the reservoir of all sins.

If we can observe all this, we will gradually
ecome free from life and death.

2@ OO ORI OO O
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The Avatamsa’s Pick

LINKAGE BETWEEN OUR PRESENT
AND PAST LIVES

Translated by: Goh Ai Wai

The world is interconnected in intricate
karmic links. Whatever seed you plant,
reap whatever fruit you may. This is
a Buddhist story: Once, there was a
scholar. He and his fiancée decided to
get married, on a certain day and date.
When the day arrived, he found out that
his supposedly ‘'unmarried’ wife was
already married to someone else. The
scholar was badly hit by this blow. He
fell seriously ill. His family tried every
way to help him but to no avail. They
felt powerless, seeing him dying but
unable to do anything to stop it. At this
time, there came a wondering monk.
When he knew about this situation, he
decided to heal him.

The monk came to his bedside. He
pulled a mirror out from his robes gen-
tly and asked the scholar to look into it.
The scholar saw an ocean. A woman
was killed on the beach, naked. There
come a layman passing by, he

looked at it, shook his head

and left. Then came anoth-

er. Seeing the dead woman,

he took his clothes off and

covered the woman's body, and left.
And then came a third person, he dug
a hole and carefully buried her body.
At this moment of confusion and doubt,

the screen suddenly changed scenes.
The scholar saw their wedding night
and the moment where his fiancee ran
off. The scholar didnt understand what
happened. The monk explained, "The
woman who was killed on the beach,
was your fiancee in her past life. You
are the passing second person who
gave her a piece of clothing. The rea-
son she fell in love with you this life,
is just to return the brief kindness you
showed her in her previous life. She
will eventually have to use her entire
life to repay the last person who buried
her. That man is her current husband.
Understanding this, the scholar imme-
diately recovered from his bed!

Life is subject to vicissitudes of parting

and reunions, there is a time for union

and there will come a time for us to part.

Those with affinity will grow old togeth-

er. For those without, they will

just be passerbys. There are

a lot of things that are neither

right or wrong. As long as you

have tried before, just use an

open heart to view things. Look a

little farther and try a little harder, you

will find out that vicissitudes of life are
the fundamentals of life itself.

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY [%
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Story with Inspiration

THE PARADOX OF OUR TIME

From : Internet

The paradox of our time in history is
that we have taller buildings, but shorter
tempers; wider freeways, but narrower
viewpoints; we spend more, but have
less; we buy more, but enjoy less.

We have bigger houses and smaller
families; more convenience, but less
time; we have more degrees, but less
sense; more knowledge, but less judg-
ment; more experts, but more problems;
more medicine, but lack well being.

We drink too much, smoke too much,
spend too recklessly, laugh too little,
drive too fast, get angry too quickly,
stay up too late, get up too tired, read
too little, watch TV too much, and pray
too seldom.

We have multiplied our possessions,
but reduced our values. We talk too
much, love too little, and hate unnec-
essarily. We've learned how to make a
living, but not a life; we've added years
to life, not life to years.

We've been all the way to the moon
and back, but have trouble crossing the
street to meet the new neighbor. We've
conquered outer space, but not inner
space; we've done larger things, but
not better things.

We've cleaned up the air, but polluted
the soul; we've split the atom, but not
our prejudice.

We write more, but learn less; we plan
more, but accomplish less. We've
learned to rush, but not to wait; we have
higher incomes, but lower morals; we
have more food, but less appeasement;
we build more computers to hold more
information to produce more copies
than ever, but have less communica-
tion; we've focused more on quntity, but
less on quality.

These are the times of fast foods and
slow digestion; tall men, and short
character; steep profits, and shallow
relationships. These are the times of
world peace, but domestic warfare;
more leisure, but less fun; more variety
of food, but less nutrition.

These are days of double incomes, but
more divorce; of fancier houses, but
broken homes. These are days of quick
trips, disposable diapers, throw away
morality, one-night stands, overweight
bodies, and pills that do everything
from cheer to quiet to kill.

The truth is horrifying... it is time to
wake up and save our world which is
slowly heading to its own destruction,
guided steadily and surely by the very
own hands of human race...

%& AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY
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UDDHIST FLAG |

The Buddhist flag is a modern creation;
jointly designed by Mr. J.R. de Silva
and Colonel Henry S. Olcott to mark the
revival of Buddhism in Ceylon in 1880.
It was accepted as the International
Buddhist Flag by the 1952 World Bud-
dhist Congress.

Colonel Olcott designed the flag using
six colors which he believed formed the
aura around the head of the Buddha
after His Enlightenment.

The flag was invented to symbolize the
special features of Buddhism. Its six
colors were taken from the rays which
radiated from the Holy Body of the
Buddha immediately after he attained
enlightenment under the Bodhi Tree at
Buddhagaya in India.

The six colors are:

1. Blue: signifying the concept of
loving kindness and peaceful-
ness in Buddhism.

. Yellow: signifying the Middle
Path, that is, the complete ab-
sence of form and emptiness. A
mind free from greed, anger and
ignorance.

Red: signifying achievement,
wisdom, virtue, fortune and
dignity.

White: signifying purity, emanci-
pation, and timelessness, mean-
ing the Dharma will always exist
and continue to, regardless of
time or space.

Orange: The essence of Bud-
dhism which is full of wisdom,
strength and dignity.

The combination of these five
colors symbolizes that it is the
one and only Truth.

The horizontal bars signify peace and
harmony between all races throughout
the world while the vertical bars repre-
sent eternal peace within the world.

In simple terms, the Buddhist Flag im-
plies that there is no discrimination of
races, nationality, areas or skin color;
that every living being possess the
Buddha Nature and have the potential
to become a Buddha.

see cover for the color sample

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY %
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VISIT TO MILPITAS CARE CENTER --11.21.2010

By : Jonathon Chiang

On November 21st, the Avatamsaka
Buddhist Lotus Society Youth Group
made a visit to the Milpitas Care Cen-
ter. Our group members prepared a few
musical performances for the residents
of the Care Center. Youth group mem-
ber, Jessica Ju, performed beautifully
on the piano for the residents in the
common area. In addition to Jessica’s
performance, Kevin Hsu put on a set of
entertaining dance performance which
was complimented by his warm person-
ality. He charmed not only the residents
but the staff as well. All the residents
enjoyed both Jessica’s and Kevin's per-
formances. The afternoon ended with
the entire ABLS Youth Group perform-
ing a few Christmas carols and a rendi-
tion of “Reason Behind Your Birth.”

During the visit, the Youth Group also
took the opportunity to reach out to the
residents throughout the Care Center.
While the performance was going on,
other members of the group went to the

individual rooms to visit the residents
who were unable to watch the perfor-
mances at the common room. The
youth group members brought holi-
day greetings and cheers to the Care
Center with their kind wishes and gifts
of warm winter clothing. The residents
were happy, not only to receive holiday
gifts, but also to receive visits of the
youth group members who brought with
them cheerful and friendly faces.

The entire event went extremely well. It
could be clearly seen that the residents
of Milpitas Care Center enjoyed and
appreciated the visit and gifts from the
ABLS Youth Group. So much so that
the staff of the center invited the Youth
Group to return for future visits, not only
at Milpitas Care Center, but also at their
other sites in San Jose as well. The
Youth Group looks forward to getting
involved with similar outreach events in
the future.

g%g AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY
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ABLS recently formed a youth
organization, "Avatamsaka Buddhist
Lotus Society (ABLS) Youth Group",
a subsidiary of Avatasaka Buddhist
Lotus Society. The purpose of the
ABLS Youth Group is to support
ABLS and help promote Buddhist
teaching, conduct charity relief, cul-
ture, education, and social services.

We are now recruiting new mem-
bers who are dedicated and are
passionate about charity work to
join our Youth Group. Our group
consist of people of all ages, so
everyone is welcomed. We strongly
recommend teens to participate and

gain some leadership experience
through doing community service,
which will definitely prepare you
for college and your future.

We hold meetings once a month:
usually on the first Sunday
of each month. If you are
interested or have any questions

please feel free to email us anytime.

ABLS Youth Group Committee
abls.youth@gmail.com

EVERYONE IS WELCOMED!
"Nobody can do everything, but
everyone can do something."

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY [%

7



The Avatamsa  Volume 10

MEMORABLE EVENT AT GUAN YIN CELEBRATION

By: Adam Wong

My experience in helping out at the
Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus Society
(ABLS) was something totally new to
me. It was my first time volunteering to
help there. My mom goes to the temple
regularly, so she brought me along
to meet some people. The people at
ABLS were all very kind to me, always
helping me to get around and providing
me opportunities to help out. | was quite
worried that | would frustrate them, but
not only were they not frustrated at all;
in fact, they were very nice to me.

| was nervous for many reasons, the
main reason being | could not speak
Chinese at all, so there seem to be a
language barrier. Secondly, | did not
know what | needed to do. | was ner-
vous when | approached other people.
Luckily everyone there spoke English,
so | was able to get some directions on
how to help.

On the day before the event, | helped
to prepare food. | was able to see a
different variety of food that | have
never seen before. | helped to stuff
tofu into tin foil, which would be deep
fried. | looked around in awe at all the
food being prepared. | watched people
make posters, set up decorations and

—

making food in the kitchen. Everyone
seemed so happy and everything was
simply marvelous. | was introduced to
a game where the player had to pick up
marbles with chopsticks, trust me, it is
easier said than done.

On the day of the event itself, | helped
to pack food into plastic boxes to be
served to the people. As the people
began to come in | got a bit nervous
again, not knowing if they would speak
Chinese to me or not. Thankfully they
all spoke English too and | was not as
nervous as | had been. People would
pass by me and look at what food was
at my table.

When lunch was over, | helped to clean
up. | counted the tickets and also gath-
ered the remaining food. Serving at the
temple was really an interesting experi-
ence. | enjoyed working there, know-
ing that | had been a great help. This
experience gives me the confidence
that | am able to overcome my nervous-
ness by gathering my courage to talk
to others.

%& AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY
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A SPECIAL HOLIDAY UNLIKE ANY OTHERS

By: Wen Yin Zhu

| Translate by: Ling Ling Kulla

Christmas is a special and important
event for the American people. It is a
time for family and friends to get togeth-
er and share beautiful memories. How-
ever, due to the recent economic down-
turn, many companies, whether big or
small, have been suffering financially.
Unemployment rate remained high.
This winter season, needs for charita-
ble food donations have increased. For
some very unfortunate poor families,
their children may pass their Christmas
without receiving any gifts at all.

The rich religious meaning of the Christ-
mas holiday has been lessened by the
presence of many different cultures,
nationalities and other religious beliefs.
Along with the rich religious atmo-
sphere that Christmas brings, we see
and feel a deep sense of "gratitude";
and unconditional "love" from all of us.

Each year, after the Thanksgiving
Holiday, the Christmas countdown
begins. Supermarkets, drug stores,
and department stores are filled with
crowds. The streets outside are also
packed with people. Volunteering San-
tas, dressed in their Christmas suits,
fight the rain, snow and cold, shaking
their familiar bell tones, asking people
to donate even the smallest amounts
to the buckets they bring. Every little
bit eounts. The passing people often

small change that remained in their
wallet. Miracles sometimes do happen
to this simple money bucket. During the
Christmas 2010 donation drive, a mys-
terious person named "Santa Claus",
wrapped 5 one dollar bills into squares,
and in the little square bills, each con-
tained a $20,000 bank cheque.

Similar donation drives are happening
around the nation to bring cheers to the
less fortunate. A "Post Master Santa
Claus" movement was started and
over 10 thousand people responded
with Christmas presents. Children from
unfortunate families and their parents
wrote down their wishes in their letters
to Santa Claus. Many Santa Claus ap-
peared and sent gifts to the post offices.
Gifts poured in from every corner of
the country, giving the underprivileged
children new hope, sending warm win-
ter sunshine from these anonymous,
generous "Santa Claus™ all over the
country.

Love brought warmth and meaning to
people this holiday, bringing them clos-
er together at the same time. "Enjoying
life alone is never as good as sharing
the joy", the world is a better place

when everyone is happy.
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THE COLORS OF FRIENDS

Friends come in many colors.

“Green color Friend"-- One who sees
the positive and puts hope in Everything

“Blue color Friend" -- Color of the sea
and the sky... Friend who brings Peace
and serenity

“Yellow color Friend" -- Color of the
Sun... Friend who makes us laugh, and
shows us a star when we are sad.

“Red color Friend” -- One who reminds
us of the rules in life, but encourages us
to change, with warm loving words

“Orange color Friend” -- Enhances our
spirit with new energy ,with loving vita-
mins to help us grow.

“Grey Color Friend” -- One who teaches
us silence to reflect and interiorize

helping to know ourselves and others
better.

“Purple color Friend” -- Color of the
noble ones, will help us learn true au-
thority and wisdom of the heart.

“Brown color Friend” -- Might help us
to step out of false illusions, and come
down to Earth, to the reality of a daily
simple true living.

“ White color Friend” -- One who will
help us to discover the hidden wisdom
within, things to be learnt from our
experiences.

If we gather all our friends in a big meet-
ing, we will discover a rainbow of love.

Thank you for being such colorful
friends!
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Life is like a cup of tea, it is not possible
to suffer for an entire lifetime, however,
we will be tested under hardships for
certain periods of our life.

When we move away and separate
from others, under pressing circum-
stances, most probably it is for the sake
of our future.

Friends who are able to see through
you and know your intentions, but still
like you.

If I know a little bit more logic and rea-
soning than others, it is because | have

made more mistakes than other have.

The earth is round, a person will not re-
main in an unfortunate position forever.

There are two tragedies in life, one is
not obtaining something we want, an-
other is getting something one does not
want.

Time is like a net, wherever you spread
it, that will be the place of your harvest

Being matured is not growing old in
the heart, but fighting back tears in the
eyes while smiling at the same time

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY %
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IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Triple Gem Refuge and Five
Precepts Ceremony

When a person wishes to become

a Buddhist, the first step he takes is
to go to the Buddha, Dharma and
Sangha for refuge. Since Buddha's
time, taking this Threefold Refuge has
identified a person as a Buddhist. The
Buddha, Dharma and Sangha also
known as the Triple Gem represent
qualities which are excellent and
precious like a gem. Once a person
recognizes these unique qualities

after careful consideration and is
confident that the Triple Gem can
help lead him towards happiness

and Enlightenment, he or she takes
refuge. It is, therefore, not out of mere
faith but with an open-minded attitude
and enquiring spirit that he begins to
practise the Buddha'’s Teachings.

Date : March 13, 2011 1:30PM
May 8, 2011 1:30 PM
July 17, 2011 1:30 PM
September 10, 2011 1:30 PM

Light Offering to Avalokitesvara
(Guan Yin) Bodhisattva

Every year, on 3 auspicious occasions,
we conduct Prayers and Light Offering
to Avalokistesvara Bodhisattva (also
known as Guan Yin). The schedules
for Year 2011 are as follows:

1. March 20, 2011

Celebration of Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva’'s Birthday.

2. July 31, 2011

Celebration of Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva’'s Enlightenment day

3. October 9, 2011

Celebration of Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva’s Renunciation

N

During the Light Offering services to
Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva, we will
recite sutras and the Great Compas-
sionate Mantra (Da Bei Zhou) for 21
times. Following that, we will pray to
Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva to bless
the Great Compassionate Water.

We cordially invite devotees to join
the Light Offering services and share
the merits on these celebration

days. Please contact our office to
register for Light Offering services.

[%& AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY
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Welcome to join us on face-
book to follow our most
updated news and events!!

Please go to www.facebook.com/
pages search for Huayen USA

Merit Transfer:

May the sanctuary of Dharma
be eternal; as the radiance of

.

Buddha emanates continuously

May all sanghas be contented, filled
with peace and joy; as the Wheel
of Dharma turns perpetually

May all Buddhists full of sacred
hearts and pure minds; be there
to fortify the temple and defend
the sanghas community

May every good wish be granted,;
as the way of Bodhi becomes
brighter and clearer

May all sentient being be in
unity at of heart; as the integrity
of kinship blooms eternally

e

<8
) 1

Time Schedule:

Welcome to participate!

Flower Arrangement Class : i

ABLS is sponsoring a free flower arrangement class with volunteer
instructor Ms. Irene Yau. She will discuss the art of flower arranging and
demonstrate various techniques. Creating your own floral masterpiece
will certainly make you appreciate these stunning wonders of nature.

Once a month Every 2nd Sunday Time: 1:30pm — 3:30pm

Materials expense — the instructor will provide all the required
materials, students will share the expense

"Let us learn more about flowers and explore the wonders of
their nature (Don’t miss this great opportunity)"

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY [%
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CURRENT & UPCOMING ACTIVITIES )

1) Celebration of Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva's Birthday
March 20, 2011 Time : 8:00 AM — 1:00 PM

2) Dharma Service of Ching Ming Festival for Repentance Sutra of the Lueng’s
Emperor.
April 3, 2011 Time : 9:00 AM — 4:00 PM

3) Bathing the Buddha Celebration (Prince of Siddhartha) Celebration
May 8, 2011 Time : 8:00 AM — 1:00 PM

4) Commemoration of Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva (Guan-Yin) Renunciation
July 17, 2011 Time : 8:00 AM — 1:00 PM

5) Dharma Servise for Ullambana Festival and Sangha Day Chanting
The Avatamsaka Sutra
July 31 — August 14, 2011 Time : 8:00 AM — 4:30 PM

6) Dinner Party of Mid-Autumn Festivial
September 10. 2011 Time : 6:30PM — 9:00 PM

7) Celebration of Guan Shih Yin (Akalokiteshavara) Bodhisattva Enlightenmen
October 9,2011 1 Time : 8:00 AM — 1:00 PM

8) Special Chanting on December
The Past Vows of Ksitigarbha (Earth Store) Bodhisattva Sutra
December 1 — 24, 2011 Time : 3:00 PM — 5:45 PM

9) Year End Services for Repentance Sutra of the Leung’s Emperor
December 25 ,2011- Jan 1, 2012 Time : 8:00 AM — 1:00 PM

REGULAR ACTIVITIES: (8AM - 1:30PM|

EVENTS TIME
Avatamsaka (Hua-yen) Sutra Every First Sunday
Samadhi Water Repentance Every Second Sunday
1 day Avatamsaka Retreat Every Third Sunday
Bhaisajyaguru (Medicine Buddha) Every Fourth Sunday
Repentance
Diamond Repentance Every Fifth Sunday

% 4
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Please fill in the following information to make monetary donation to sup-
port the ABLS Newsletter.

v TO SUPPORT
The Avatamsa)

First Name: Last Name:
Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone:

Email:

Donation Amount: $

Please mail this donation form along with a check payable to : ABLS
We will mail your receipt back to the address you provided above.
All donations are tax deductible.

Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus Society

50 South Main St.
Milpitas, CA 95035

Ttie offerning of the Dlarnma excel all other offenings

/
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