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Celebration of Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment
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, TO SUPPORT
The Avatamsa

Please fill in the following information to make monetary donation to sup-
port the ABLS Newsletter.

(

First Name: Last Name:
Address:

City: State: Zip:
Phone:

Email:

Donation Amount: $

Please mail this donation form along with a check payable to : ABLS
We will mail your receipt back to the address you provided above.
All donations are tax deductible.

Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus Society

50 South Main St.
Milpitas, CA 95035

Ttee offening of the Dharma excel all ather offerings

N J

% AARMEAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY
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Attend a Series on the Dharma Function

Held by Huayen Lotus Society, Taiwan.
Ven. Tien Ling

In April 2015, Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus So-
ciety was invited to attend a series on the dharma
function held by Huayen Lotus Society, Taiwan.
Those activities are:

1. Celebration of the 40™ Anniversary of Huayen
College.

2. 2015 Huayen International Symposium

3. A Memorial Commemoration of the fourth
year since Senior Venerable Master Cheng Yi
passed away

4. Board Meeting of Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus
Society.

On April 25, Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus Soci-
ety Abbess Venerable Tien Inn and Venerable
Tien Ling arrived at Huayen Lotus Society Taipei
at 8:30 am. After registration sign in, we followed
the seat assignment hosted in the second floor of

The Shrine Hall.

At 9:00 am, Dr. Ven. Hsien Du, Chairman of
Huayen Lotus Association arrived at the Shrine
Hall, accompanied by Mr. Cheng-Hsiung Huang,
Deputy Director, Department of Civil Affairs
Ministry of the Interior, Mr. Lan Shih Tsung,
Commissioner, Department of Civil Affairs, Tai-
pei City Government, Ven. Master Ming Guang,

Vice President of Buddhist Association of the Re-
public of China, Venerable Master Quan Du, Ab-
bot of Yang Ming Shan Sunshine Temple, Profes-
sor I-biau Chen, Vice director, International Cen-
ter for Huayen Studies, and Professor Chen Ying
Shan, Director, International Center for Huayen
Studies.
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We started with a video presentation to intro-
duce the established history and the future devel-

opment of Huayen College. It stands for a mile-
stone of the 40th Anniversary of Huayen College.
After the video played, Dr. Ven. Hsien Du, Chair-
man of Huayen Lotus Association presented a
souvenir to Venerable Master Zi Zhuang, the rep-
resentative of Huayen College. An appreciation
was presented to Professor Chen I-biau and Ven.
Tian Lian, Vice Dean of Huayen College, A sou-
venir award to praise senior teachers was present-
ed to Professor Chen, Ying Shan, Professor Yang,
Yong Qing, Professor Xu, Yang Zhu, Ven. Master
Xu Ci, Venerable Master Tian Yan and Venerable
Hui Ji.

The master of Ceremonies introduced the VIP
Guests after souvenirs were issued. They were:
Ven. Master Ming Guang Director of the Bud-
dhist Association of Taipei, Venerable Master
Quan Du Abbot of Yang Ming Shan Sunshine
Temple, Ven. Master Xu Ci Xindian Huayen
Abode, Abbot Ven. Master Hui Yun President of
the Buddhist Association from Changshu, Jiangsu
Province, Abbess Venerable Tien Inn and Venera-
ble Tien Ling from Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus
Society, Jennie Song Chief Executive of Interna-
tional Centre for Avatamsaka Studies, Richard
Tong and Anne Hu from International Centre for

Avatamsaka Studies, USA. After that, Dr. Ven.
Hsien Du, Chairman of Huayen Lotus Association
presented a letter of appointment to Professor
Huang Xian Ian, Chinese Academy Social Sci-
ence, Institute of World Religions as a examine
and appraise of “2015 Huayen International Sym-
posium”.

After a lot of applause, it was time to celebrate
the 40th Anniversary of Huayen College. Ven.
Hsien Du, Ven. Master Ming Guang, Ven. Master
Hui Yun, Venerable Master Zi Zhuang, Ven. Tian
Lian, Professor Chen I-biau and Professor Chen,
Ying Shan cut the celebration cake under the song
of “Happy Birthday” and was followed by a group
photo. A pleasant and cheerful feeling surrounded
all of us.

Abbess Ven. Tien Inn is a graduate of Huayen
College from the year of 2000. She has a lot of
delightful, unforgettable memories. There were a
lot of her previous teachers and friends gathered
together, who took pictures, greeted each other,
and everyone was reluctant to leave!

The 2015 Huayen International Symposium
was held from April 25 to 27. There were 30
scholars, with 22 from China, 5 from Taiwan, 1
each from Japan, USA and Hong Kong. All the
topics were under the theme of “Avatamsaka Su-
tra”. The scholars could have different topic of
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their research. The concluding remarks were held
by the moderators, Dr. Ven. Hsien Du, Professor
Chen I-biau, Professor Chen, Ying Shan and Pro-
fessor Huang Xian lan, Chinese Academy Social
Science, Institute of World Religions on the last
day of the symposium.

On April 26, at 10:30 am, Abbess Ven. Tien
Inn, Ven. Tien Ling and Anne Hu went to visit
our old disciple Hu Ping Hua. She moved back
and settled down in Taipei a few years ago. Hu’s
family is a long term senior devotee. They immi-
grated to California for the purpose of their chil-
dren. Times flies and all her children have grown
up, and Hu moved back to Taiwan in 2010. Dur-

. e

Trs SHOOTS |

ing their stay in the nineties, they supported the
establishment of the Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus
Society. In the early stages, they sponsor their
home to the temple for temporary use. Now, Hu’s
family is in fourth generations affiliated with
ABLS. And also, we discovered the statue of
Guanyin Bodhisattva worshipped in her home was
a gift from Senior Venerable Master Nan Ting to
her mother over 50 years ago. The statue looks
kind and dignified. She treats it as her treasure, a
protective god of Hu’s family. Hu 1s 90 years old,
sometimes she needs the help of a walker. It’s our
pleasure to find her healthy, with a loud voice and
a clear memory.

A Memorial Commemoration of the fourth year
since Senior Venerable Master Cheng Y1i’s pass-
ing was held on April 27 at 9:00 am. There were a
lot of people who attended this memorial com-
memoration ceremony. The representatives of Av-
atamsaka Buddhist Lotus Society were Abbess
Ven. Tien Inn, Ven. Tien Ling, Ginny Chu, Rich-
ard Tong, Anne Hu, Jennie Song, all the Venera-
ble Masters of Qiao Ai Buddha Hall and a group
of disciples, president of Buddhist Association of
the Republic of China, Venerable Master Yuan
Zong, Vice President of Buddhist Association of
the Republic of China, Venerable Master Ming
Guang, Venerable Master Quan Du, Ven. Master
Xu Ci, Private Chih-Kwang Senior Vocational
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Business & Technology High School, Headmas-
ter Lin Bu Sheng and a group of student repre-
sentatives, Professor Fan Guan Lan and all the
scholars of 2015 Huayen International Symposi-
um.

The ceremony started with scholarships award
to students of Chih-Kwang Senior Vocational
Business & Technology High School, hosted by
Dr. Ven. Master Hsien Du. After that, the Presi-
dent of Buddhist Association of the Republic of
China, Venerable Master Yuan Zong delivered a

eulogy in remembering Senior Venerable Master
Cheng Yi.

Professor Fan Guan Lan had a deep emotional
bond with Senior Venerable Master Cheng Yi.
They had known each other since the eighties.
Their relationship is full of remarkable and unfor-
gettable memories. He gave a respectful and re-
membering speech: “Senior Monk Cheng Y1 with
me”, to memorialize those special memories. Pro-
fessor Fan not only to write a biography for Sen-
1or Venerable Master Cheng Y1, but he also spent
his time with Master Cheng Y1 closely during
Master’s final year at the Guang Xiao Monastery
in Taizhou, China.

Professor Fan took a lot of valuable historical
photos documenting the past three decades and
the remarkable development of both sides of Tai-

wan straits on Buddhism. There are 120 photos
which are very valuable, historical exhibition on
the 1¥ Floor. Finally was the thank you speech by
Dr. Ven. Hsien Du.

After the speech, an official ceremony was
started. Dr. Ven. Hsien Du offered incense, and
all the dharma sangha in attendance gave ten of-
ferings to offer our sincere thanks, for his accom-
plishment in founding Huayen Lotus Association,
rebuild Guang Xiao Monastery and Hai An Guan
Yin Si in China.

On the evening of April 27, there was a hospi-
tality dinner held on the ground floor. All the
scholars and VIP guests were invited. The master
of ceremonies was Venerable Qin Hang, who was
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a graduate of Huayen College in the year of 2014.

On that night, there were a lot of performances,
dancing, a magic show, singing and drama. Every-
one enjoyed the show and had a happy ending to
conclude the symposium.

On April 28, the board meeting was held at 10
AM 1in Taipei Hua Yen Lotus Society. The key
points of the board meeting were reviewing the
finance of Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus Society,
and set a date for the Abbess Inauguration transi-
tion on September 20. The sixth abbess Venera-
ble Tian Cheng, who is the last graduate in
Huayen College in 2014. Another concern is the
approval of US Visa for the Abbess Tian Cheng
and her core group. Abbess Venerable Tien Inn
recommended several actions to the board. The
board meeting was concluded at 12:30 PM.

In the afternoon we went to visit Qiao A1 Buddha

Hall at Da Xi. They just finished their renovation
in March. Venerable Tian Yan (last abbess of
Huayen Lotus Society, Taipei) visited together
with us. We walked through the whole building
led by Venerable Tian Guan. She also prepared
delicious coffee for us to enjoy.

On April 29, 2015 we visited Dharma Drum
Mountain World Center for Buddhist Education
at Jinshan District and Nung Chan Monastery lo-
cated in Beitou. We were so grateful to meet with
Venerable Guo Dong, Abbot President of Dharma
Drum Mountain as arranged. Abbess Ven. Tien
Inn and Abbot Guo Dong were old friends. This
was also a special chance to be reunited. Abbot
Guo Dong of Dharma Drum Mountain is good
natured and friendly, and he presented his signed
book to Abbess Tien Inn. A group photo was tak-
en and our Taipei trip was concluded. Time to
return to ABLS in Milpitas!
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Hua Yen Symposium 2015 held in
Avatamsaka Buddhist Lotus Society

ABLS hosted a two-day Hua Yen Symposium
on January 31st to February 1st 2015 at San Jose
Sates University (SJSU). This event was unique
in comparison to previous symposiums. The pur-
pose of hosting this symposium was to introduce
the Hua Yen lineage of Buddhism to the west,
and English panelist discussion for the next gen-
eration of current parishioners. Renowned inter-
national scholars were invited to present in this
symposium. In addition, ABLS has decided to set
up an endowment at SJSU Department of Human-
ities and Liberal Art Studies so the scholarship
can be funded to encourage students in studying
This is the first
endowment established by a local Buddhist tem-
ple thus it is a milestone step for the future of
Buddhism in America.

religion and Buddhist studies.

The opening ceremony of 2015 Hua Yen Sym-
posium started shortly after 9 AM on January 31,
2015. Honorable dignitaries of local communities
all gathered for this special event. Honorable
Mayor of Milpitas, Jose Esteves; newly elected
State Assembly, Kansen Chu; former Santa Clara
County Supervisor Pete McHugh; these dignitar-

ies have been friends of ABLS and as well as

By Anne Hu |

long-time supporters. They all praise the positive
influence that ABLS has contributed to the City of
Milpitas. Proclamations from the State of Califor-
nia and City of Milpitas were presented to Dr.
Hsien Du, Chairman of ABLS.

First presenter of the symposium was Ven. Fa
Yin, research fellow of Institute of Buddhism and
Economy in Komazawa University, Japan. Ven.
Fa Yin became a Buddhist Monk in his early 20’s
He
presented a lively and animated “The Faith and

and attended graduate studies in Japan.

Practice of Huayen & Zen”

There were two sessions in the afternoon,
Professor I-biau Chen presented “Mind-only in
Hua-yen and Consciousness — only in Yogacara,”
and Professor Ying-shan Chen presented “The
Contemplation in Hua-yen Buddhism and Tian-tai
Buddhism”.
and audience asked many questions about these

Both presentations were engaging

topics.

On the next second day, February Ist, it was a
Dr.
Christian Jochim, Chairman of the Humanities
Studies at SISU was the moderator on “Buddhism
Three scholars from SJSU and

unique panel discussion held at ABLS.

in America”.
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Institute of Buddhist Studies in Berkeley
presented  Vietnamese Buddhism, Japanese
Buddhism and Thai Buddhism. The panel
discussion covered their practice and activities to
help promote their establishment throughout
America. It was an eye-opening experience to
learn various practices as I have always been in

the Mahayana Buddhist temples in the past.

The final presentation was “Sand & Foam: The
Spirit of Buddha and Children Found in the
Mizuzu Kaneko’s Mother Goose” by Professor
Tsui-hua Wu. She teaches Japanese in Yuan Ze
University in Taipei. She recited stories written
nearly 100 years ago in Japan that was forgotten
They were children’s stories
by Misuzu Kaneko who committed suicide, and

until last 20 years.

she wished her stories would be shared with her
daughter someday. There were kindness and the
spirit of Buddhism in her stories. The audiences
were brought to tears as she read and recited these

stories.

The symposium was concluded by Chairman of
ABLS, Dr. Hsien Du and Dr. Ray Chen. Dr.
Hsien Du asked for audience feedback for the two
-day symposium. Many expressed gratitude and
credit to Dr. Hsien Du and Dr. Ray Chen for

hosting this symposium thus more residents in the
Bay Area can learn about Buddhism, particularly
Hua Yen lineage. I have organized a conference
in the past for other organizations and I know it is
not easy to coordinate a two-day event. I am
grateful to the Abbess and Dharma masters in
Milpitas and Dr. Hsien Du who are restless in
spreading the Bodhi seeds of Buddhism in the
west! Dr. Ray Chen, who has contributed his val-
uable time and money to publicize and prepare the
symposium.  Several long-time supporters of
ABLS were emotional and shared their affiliation
and guidance received from ABLS. The two-day
symposium was blissfully concluded.

ABLS is making history in working with {(San
Jose State University)} SJISU on February 2,
2015! Through Dr. Ray Chen’s introduction (Dr.
Chen is currently the Chairman of Electrical
SJSU.), ABLS
presented a $30,000 endowment to the Tower
Foundation; benefitting the students study in the
College of Humanities and the Art. ABLS would
like to encourage students to study Buddhism or
explore religion. Lisa Vollendorf, Dean of
College of Humanities and the Arts, and Christian
Jochim, Chairman of Humanities were present to
review the Endowment agreement and accepted

Engineering Department at
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the donation. ABLS also donated the entire set of
Avatamsaka Sutra to the department library! Dr.
Hsien Du expressed the possibilities of scholar
and student exchange with Buddhist College in
Taipei, Taiwan thus strengthen and encourage
more students to study Buddhism. We later found
out it was Lisa Vollendorf’s birthday as well! She
expressed it was one of the best birthday gifts she
received!

AVATAMSAKA BUDDHIST LOTUS SOCIETY
505 MAIN ST

MILPITAS, CA 950355311

San Jose State University
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Afterwards, Dr. and Mrs. Ray Chen invited
members of ABLS and guests to Silicon Valley
Capital Club for dinner. This is a member’s only

restaurant located on top of a building in
downtown San Jose. The night view was great!
The evening was concluded with celebration and
gratitude.
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The International Center of Chinese Buddhist Culture

and Education, USA Grand Opening Ceremony
By Michael Tran

On Sunday March 15, 2015 Abbess Ven. Tian
Inn and Ven. Tien Ling represented ABLS to par-
ticipate in the opening ceremony of the Interna-
tional Center of Chinese Buddhist Culture and
Education, USA (ICCBC, USA). The ceremony was
held at the Hua Shia Buddhist Association in
Monterey Park, CA. The event started with an
introduction from Venerable Zhen Guan, then
some words from the founding committee of IC-
CBC, USA including Elder Ven. Chao Ding , Elder
Ven. Chuan Yin and Ven. Ben Xing. These words
included an introduction to the vision and mis-
sion of ICCBC, USA which is to advocate Buddhist
culture, education, charity, practice, as well as to
promote Chinese Buddhism worldwide. Honora-
ble guests such as Venerable Hong Zheng of
Dharma Seal Temple and Elder Venerable Sheng
Liu of Wan Yuan Temple also gave congratulato-
ry remarks to ICCBC and encouragement to the

younger monastic generation that in order for

Buddhism to flourish, members of the sangha

must constantly complement each other.

Closing words were given by the Abbess of the

Hua Shia Buddhist Association and one of the

founding members of ICCBC, USA Elder Ven. Jing

Hua afterward all honorable venerables and

guests including Abbess Ven. Tian Inn joined in

the ribbon cutting ceremony and the Mid-Day

Offering Ceremony held at the Main Shrine.

After Lunch a Chan meditation seminar and

meditation session was held by Venerable Ben

Xing in the afternoon and the day’s events came

to a close.
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Life Disappears As You Wait

“I will wait until I finish school, then I will truly let go and relax.”

“I will wait until my business is successful, then I will travel and see the world.”

“I will wait until I start making money, then I will honor and care for my parents.”

“I will wait until I buy a house, then I will slow down and enjoy life.”

“I will wait until my child is married, then I will stop worrying and enjoy my free time.”

Wait until...wait until...we are always telling ourselves this, postponing the enjoyment of life until
some unknown time in the future.

It seems that all of our lives is spent in waiting.

Once, there were two young men — Mr. A and Mr. B. They worked at the same company in a large city,
holding the same position and earning the same salary. Their lives. however, were very different.

After working for a year, Mr. A used the money he had earned to buy a very beautiful and comfortable
condo. He paid for the condo in installments. and lived happily and healthily. Mr. B, however, rented a
very old, dark, and small apartment; it seemed as if the building would collapse if he used a little too
much force. He lived and ate very frugally, constantly telling himself that once he earned enough mon-
ey, he would buy a beautiful house and live comfortably.

Twenty years later, he finally achieved his wish. In the same building that Mr. A lived in, Mr. B bought
a condo that was equally as beautiful and comfortable and the two became neighbors.

Unfortunately, less than a year after Mr. B moved in, he fell ill from the years of malnutrition and fa-
tigue and passed away.
Some people spend their lifetime worrying and waiting, while others follow “carpe diem” and possess

an attitude that allows them to enjoy the present.

If Mr. B had followed Mr. A’s example and bought the condo using installments. wouldn’t he have also
been able to be living comfortably twenty years ago?

Many people are always willing to sacrifice the present for an unknown future, sacrifice this life’s hard-
earned rewards for a chance at comfort in the next life.

However, we don’t need to always be waiting for life to become steady and perfect. Whatever we want
to do, we can start now.

Every life has an end. Many don’t realize until it’s almost over that there are still many things they
want to do that they have not. This truly is a great regret.

Life 1s a one-way ticket — once you let it slip away, it is gone forever. Don’t waste a beautiful life con-
stantly waiting. There 1s nothing more important than to seize the present and enjoy the present.
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Buddhist Stories
Delusion

"A man was forcing his way through a thick forest beset with thorns and

stones. Suddenly to his great consternation, an elephant appeared and gave
chase. He took to his heels through fear, and seeing a well, he ran to hide in it.
But to his horror he saw a viper at the bottom of the well. However, lacking
other means of escape, he jumped into that well, and clung to a thorny creeper
that was growing in it. Looking up, he saw two mice--a white one and a black
one--gnawing at the creeper. Over his face there was a beehive from which oc-
casional drops of honey trickled.

This man, foolishly unmindful of this precarious position, was greedily
tasting the honey. A kind person volunteered to show him a path of escape.
But the greedy man begged to be excused till he had enjoyed himself.

The thorny path is Samsara, the ocean of life. Man's life is not a bed of ros-
es. It is beset with difficulties and obstacles to overcome, with opposition and
unjust criticism, with attacks and insults to be borne. Such is the thorny path
of life.

The elephant here resembles death; the viper, old age; the creeper, birth;
the two mice, night and day. The drop of honey correspond to the fleeting sen-
sual pleasures. The man represents the so-called being. The kind person repre-
sents the Buddha.

The temporary material happiness is merely the gratification of some d
sire. When the desired thing is gained, another desire arises. Insatiate arg/@
desires.
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Current & Up-coming Activities

Activities Date & Time

Date : July 28 -31, 2015

Dharma Lecture Time :  7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
by Ven. Dao Yi (i - i2 f7) Date :  August 1-2, 2015
Time :  2:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Celebration of Avalokitesvara Date :  August 2, 2015
Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment Time © 9:00 am

Date : August4-7, 2015

Dharma Lecture Time :  7:.00 pm to 9:00 pm
By Ven. Jing Zhao % P& ;# fF Date : August8-9,2015
Time :  2:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Ullambana Festival Date :  Aug 23 to 29, 2015
chanting Avatamsaka Sutra Time - Start at 9:00 am
Medicine Buddha Dharma Function Date :  August 30, 2015
Amitabha Trice Attentive Chanting Service | Time :  Start at 9:00 am
New and Former Abbess Date :  September 20, 2015
Transition Ceremony Time :  Start at 9:00 am
Celebration of Avalokitesvara Date :  October 25, 2015
Bodhisattva’s Renunciation Time ©  Start at 9:00 am
Year End Service of 2015 Date: December 27, 2015 -Jan2, 2016
Chanting Avatamsaka Sutra Time :  9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Medicine Buddha Dharma Function Date : Jan 3, 2016

Amitabha Trice Attentive Chanting Service | Time :  Start at 9:00 am
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